O0ROSIIVS

Weaverham Petal Walks

Bottom Pitch & Owley Wood

Owley Wood Housing Estate

Weaverham was a quiet, rural village until the 1920s
when ICI needed more housing for their workers as
demand grew for new chemical products such as
dyestuffs, plastics and paint.

Owley Wood Housing Estate was almost a separate
village and was revolutionary in design, heavily
influenced by the ‘Garden Cities’ movement started
by Ebenezer Howard.

The challenge set by ICI for William Tarr of Warrington
was to build 365 houses within 365 days. The
development was well planned with tree-lined roads
and homes grouped around allotment areas. Houses
were solidly constructed with a steel frame clad in
pebbledash and cement type brick. Floors were
concrete and roofs tiled.

ICI provided tennis courts, bowling greens and a hall
and bar for social events that are still appreciated and
well used by residents today.
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Owley Wood

Owley Wood, originally called Howley Wood, is named
after the noisy tawny owls who live in this ancient,
semi-natural woodland on the bank of the River
Weaver.

The natural steep banks running down to the River
Weaver are too steep for agriculture or development
and so the woodland has remained intact, providing
a valuable home for wildlife and a wonderful place to
visit.

Oak, ash, hazel and hawthorn provide food and
shelter for a wide variety of birds and small mammals.
Today it is owned by Cheshire Wildlife Trust but
looked after on a day to day basis by a dedicated
Friends Group who organise practical tasks and
events throughout the year.
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Bottom Pitch Meadow
Bottom Pitch was set aside by ICI for recreational
use by its workers and their families when they
built Owley Wood housing estate. Many residents
recall playing on “Bottom Pitch” where there were
seesaws, a shelter and seats.

In 1993 ICI generously donated Owley Wood to be
held in Trust for Weaverham but sadly, the area known
as ‘Bottom Pitch’ was not included and in 2004 the
land was sold to a local developer.

Fortunately in 2012 The Weaverham Trust was able
to secure a loan and purchased the land for just

over £16,000. The area was renamed ‘Bottom Pitch
Meadow’ and a small team from the Trust have
worked tirelessly to restore the area to how you see it
today.

The aim is to improve the area for wildlife and

attract visitors of all ages. Cheshire Wildlife Trust,
Groundwork and Saltscape have organised workdays
and training including laying the hedge along Owley
Wood Road.

Over one hundred native trees have been planted and
habitat piles created to provide food and shelter for
wildlife.




